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In the case of the thicker gauges of strip of widths up to about 8 in.,
hot rolled strip is available, but for thinner than 16 gauge and for widths
beyond that of the hot rolled strip of the same gauge the hot rolled strip
is cold rolled to the required gauge. The latter has greater dimensional
accuracy, and being bright material it is used in sections for trim, cover
strips and other components of prefabricated construction and domestic
equipment, where a good finish is required.

Although both these materials are comparatively low in carbon content,
the rolling operations through which they pass make the physical proper-
ties of the material correspond fairly closely to those of normal hot rolled
structural steel.

Fabrication with light gauge material generally follows a different system
from that used for structural steelwork. Holes and notchings are generally
punched out by machine so that when considerable repetition occurs the
cost is little more than that of the handling of the bars.

99. Typical cold-formed light gauge steel sections, illustrating methods of obtaining
compound sections by spot welding and examples of corrugated sections for
ridge weld ing.